"NEWS covcaron

Rhyme and money

Cash dries up but a burgeoning literacy-

‘lh -hip-hop
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by NADIA HAUSFATHER
n recent woeks, Writing Our
Bhymes Down—a litéracy-
through-rap program aimed at
irmser gty youth, aged 1060 18—han
heer veaching out for support 1o get
ita feet back on the ground and
‘words back in youth's priovities. Its
The program started in 2007,
when Toronio-based Literacy
Throogh Hip Hop (LTHH) acked
Concordia University students
Lymn Worrell and Munira Ravii to

pilok its program in Montreal., With
gmall honoraria from the Toronte

group, they started erganieng the

ealled it WORD. and were soon
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Gur arganization so It can grew,”
says Worrell. “Just becanse the
program snded doesn't mean these
youths' Hves stop. We boilt rela-
tionshipe with these kids. The
youth who came to our program
o el et mews oot of 17

Bo, n past weeks, they spread the.
wond. They presentad rhymes and 2
shawt maowvie st Comcordia’s Cinema
Politica, two weeks ago and faslitat-

people can hear what I'm trymg to
ewpreas” He gpoke about being 2
vickim of police racial profiling and
his digappointient with sexist
ecommercial hip hop on Black

“There's & stersatype right now
that black males can only be toogh,”
sys WORD volunteer Ayinds Ben-
mitt, and WORD iz an opporbority
‘o eritienlly look at those imeges md
‘provide yooth with other role mod-
Ag for 18-year-0ld Ragheed
‘Willigmg, e vsed to shy awey from
all his teachers, but hip hop helped
him throough. hard times and broke
him and his rhymes oot of their
shall. *T used to be blank But new I
ot & flow geing on dn my head,”
says Williams, berouse WOED was
i “safe space, people won't judge
jou. | waa ke a second family.” m

NOMADIC MASSIVE WILL PROMOTE
WORD AT THEIR £ LAUMNOH AT PETIT
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Tallung up the ladies

women succeed takes verbalization

uff and of thel
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in 1080 with a degree in electrical engineering, Zoonie enjoyed a bappy;
lengthy e prosperons carser at the OBC befirs ressgixing shs
“neaded to do sarmethmg more relevant” with her bife and quiting,
“frealdng out” her parents in the procesa. Deslding to"go fall circle,”
s restorrand to Ssin with her hoshand te work firr an NGO helping
poople stuck in refges s pe—>Doore hiving spent time in o of
‘these camps hersedl 28 & childl “When I eame hack to Montreal again,
I just wesn't the seme person amymone, rot after witnessing all that
suflering in Asda.” Mululnr twirpear-old daughter “nearly 3
from Kawasaki disesse " she determined it was her ealling to healp
other-women “sucoeed in their dhosen careers or starb-up businesses™
0, & few short years ago, she and her brother Peter launched Talen-
Something Zoonie has io say about nearly drowning: “Tt was
teally had. I think the soly ressen why 1 didn't po creey from. the
experienea is beeause I was young enough to see 1t a2 an adventure
Tether than a trauma. 1 can talk about it without orying now.™
What Talentelle is: "We have two core workehops really, one for
female professionnls add another for entrepreneairs, IUs all about get-
tirsg women to verbalize what it is they want to do in lifie and how they
cam mmiove forward. W help women discover what's uniqoee shoot
them, their strengths. talents, passions, values aod how they can
packagn thess things into work that brings them roal jox”
NMHMMWWMNMﬂ

H she just informed these women that thelr proper function In
‘the eyes of God s o stay home, have babies, clean up after
thelr husbands and help their men procure younger; attractive
‘women ta better satisfy them seoally? Not cspedally. “T end to
thindk that by helping women, T'm helping the whale of socoby”
What H you're & chick with & Grade 7 education? “Lack, 1 et people
with MBAs and Ph D and others who've harely graduated high schocl.
It's not about edueation, s ahout heing in tone with whe you are snd
dodag work that reflects fhia™ Por the Al dddney, go to telentelle com.
Last book reack The Truth About You, by Marens Buckingham.
Musical preferences: Edith Piaf, ths Fogues, ABBA.

Wiords of wisdam: "Tts ot aboot the destination, it abent the
journey leading yeo there.” =
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